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Research Guide No 31:  A Brief History of the Bakerloo Line 

 

T he B aker S treet & Waterloo R ailway, as  it was  originally known, was  one of 
the tube railways  promoted by the American financier and s tockbroker C harles  
T yson Y erkes . It was  des igned to connect the B aker S treet area with Waterloo, 
and after its  es tablishment by an Act of P arliament in 1893, tunnelling work 
commenced in 1898. S taging was  set up in the T hames  close to Hungerford 
B ridge with two vertical shafts  sunk into the bed of the river. It was  the third 
deep-lever ‘tube’ line to pass  beneath 
the river.  

In 1900, authorisation was  secured for 
extens ions  northbound to P addington 
and southbound to E lephant & C as tle. 
As  such, the new tube would serve two 
important railway terminals  (plus  
C haring C ross ) and connect with the 
vas t tramway network of south L ondon.  

T he line opened between B aker S treet 
and K ennington R oad (soon to be 
renamed Westminster B ridge R oad, 
later L ambeth North) in March 1906, 
and was  extended to E lephant & 
C as tle in August of that year. In J uly 
1906 the contraction ‘B akerloo T ube’ 
was  officially adopted, allegedly 
following a suggestion from an E vening 



News  columnis t, des pite objections  from traditionalis ts . 

T he line was  extended to G reat C entral in March 1907 to connect with the 
G reat C entral terminus  at Marylebone, which had only opened in 1899. As  
such this  was  a rare example of a tube s tation not being named after the 
locality it served. It was  renamed Marylebone in April 1917. 

An extens ion to E dgware R oad opened in J une 1907, and in J uly 1910 the 
B akerloo, together with the Hampstead and P iccadilly tubes , was  
amalgamated into the L ondon E lectric R ailway (L E R ) as  a subs idiary of the 
Underground E lectric R ailways  of L ondon L td (also including the D is trict 
R ailway and L ondon United T ramways ). P addington was  reached in D ecember 
1913. O riginally there was  a flat fare of 2d (less  than 1p) but differential fares  
were soon introduced, traffic being short of expectations . 

T he B akerloo saw the only tube extens ions  carried out during the F irs t World 
War, Q ueen’s  P ark being reached in F ebruary 1915. Initially, all three 
intermediate s tations  - Warwick Avenue, Maida Vale and K ilburn P ark - were 
s taffed entirely by women, a firs t for the network.  

In May 1915, through-running commenced over the tracks  of the L ondon & 
North Western R ailway (L NWR ) to Willesden J unction, the firs t time that a tube 
line (as  opposed to surface lines ) had been phys ically connected to a main-line 
railway. T his  parallel running has , to an extent, been part of the B akerloo s tory 
ever s ince. 

F rom April 1917, services  were greatly extended over the L NWR  tracks  out as  
far as  Watford J unction. Meanwhile the L NWR  had been busy electrifying its  
suburban services , including B road S treet to R ichmond and to Watford 
J unction/C roxley G reen via Q ueen’s  P ark, which was  completed in 1922.   

T he s tandard fourth-rail arrangement of current collection was  adopted on the 
B akerloo from the outset, but leakage from the outs ide (pos itive) rail, which 
was  close to the cas t-iron tunnel linings , was  caus ing problems . T he solution 
was  to reverse the polarity so that the centre negative rail became the pos itive. 
T his  remained the pos ition until the 1917 Watford extens ion, by which time 
advances  in technology made it poss ible to overcome the original problems . 

As  part of the 1935-40 New Works  P rogramme and to relieve congestion on 
the Metropolitan between B aker S treet and F inchley R oad, new tunnels  were 
dug between these two points  for the B akerloo, which was  later further 
extended to Wembley P ark from November 1939 and S tanmore. T hus  the 
B akerloo s ettled down to operate at its  maximum extent from E lephant & 
C as tle to Watford J unction and S tanmore. 

T he early s tations  with surface buildings  were des igned by L es lie G reen in a 
dis tinctive s tyle with ruby-red glazed blocks , and they were s trong enough to 
permit the construction of offices  etc on top at a later date. P latforms  were also 
decorated in a different colour to aid recognition by passengers . 
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O riginal multiple-unit rolling s tock was  built in the US A by the American C ar & 
F oundry C ompany. T hese were of nearly all-s teel construction and were 
exported in sections  for assembly in B ritain. T here were 36 motor cars  and 72 
trailers  to be worked in 3- or 6-car trains . E ach car carried an attendant, and a 
guard or conductor travelled in the firs t car. T he rolling s tock ordered for the 
Watford service was  unusual, being a joint des ign of the L E R  and L NWR  and 
painted in the latter’s  livery. D ifferences  in platform heights  on the main-line 
s tations  had to be overcome in different ways  to prevent a trip hazard.  

F or many years , services  on the line were maintained by L ondon T ransport’s  
long-lived 1938 s tock. L ater,1949 s tock was  also used. Until the opening of the 
J ubilee line in 1979, 1972 s tock was  used alongs ide the 1938 units , the 1972 
units  being trans ferred to the J ubilee. 1959 s tock was  drafted in from 1983, the 
final 1938 s tock trains  being finally withdrawn two years  later. Mk 2 1972 s tock 
from the J ubilee line then took over. 

With the opening of the new J ubilee line in May 1979, the whole of the B aker 
S treet to S tanmore section was  handed over to the J ubilee.  T he B akerloo’s  
T rafalgar S quare s tation (and S trand s tation on the Northern line) was  
amalgamated into a new s tation complex named C haring C ross . In turn, 
C haring C ross  on the B akerloo, D is trict and C ircle lines , which in 1976 had 
reverted to its  pre-1915 name - C haring C ros s  E mbankment - became s imply 
‘E mbankment’.  

T oday, the much-s implified B akerloo operates  solely from E lephant & C as tle to 
Harrow & Wealds tone, the former B ritish R ail services  between Q ueen’s  P ark, 
Harrow & Wealds tone and beyond are now part of the O verground network. 

 

Key archival records  

Ref No Title Date 
L T 001503/001 B aker S treet and Waterloo R ailway Act 1893 

L T 000346/090/010 S hort His tory and D escription of the 
B aker S treet & Waterloo R ailway by S ir 
E dwin C ornwall MP  

1906 

L T 000346/009/090 L ondon E lectric R ailway (B akerloo L ine)  
E xtens ion from E dgware R oad to 
P addington 

1913 

L T 001208/114 G olden J ubilee of the B akerloo 1956 

L T 000512/001-002 Development P roposals  – P oss ible 
E xtens ion beyond E lephant & C as tle 

Circa 1930 

L T 001087/011 P lanned E xtens ion to C amberwell & 
over S outhern R ailway R outes  -
S tatis tics , C orrespondence and Maps  

Circa 1930 

L T 002032/104/003 Maida Vale S tation Drawings  nd 
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L T 001893/002 A B rief His tory of the L ine 1973 

L T 000287/217 O pening of B ooking Hall at C haring 
C ross  

1983 

L T 000254/1864/001-
002 

B akerloo L ine R olling S tock F ormations  1960-1978 

L T 000261/020 O ne-person O peration of T rains  on 
B akerloo: Authority for S tation Works , 
C onvers ion of R olling S tock and for 
Ins tallation of T rain R adio North of 
Q ueen’s  P ark 

1987 

L T 000044/015 B ooklet commemorating opening of 
new P iccadilly C ircus  s tation D ecember 
1928; P ress  Information in connection 
with modernisation of s tations  at 
Waterloo (1962/67) and Marylebone 
(1963) 

1928; 1962-
1967 

L T 00254/1545 P roposed E xtens ion to C amberwell: 
C ivil E ngineering, R olling S tock 
R equirements  and C ancellation thereof 

1930-1951 

L T 000740/015 L ondon P assenger T ransport P ool: 
R eport to S tanding J oint C ommittee on 
C onstruction of New L ine between 
B aker S treet and F inchley R oad, R e-
s ignalling of E xis ting B akerloo L ine 

1937 

L T 000694/678 P roposed C amberwell E xtens ion 1931-1955 

L T 000239/018 C orrespondence, R eports , Maps  and a 
C opy of an Agreement on the P roposed 
C amberwell/P eckham R ye E xtens ion 

1971-1978 

L T 000294/103-107 P roposed P eckham E xtens ion 1969-1974 

L T 000345/017 R eport on T ube E xtens ions  in S outh 
L ondon 

1957 

L T 000341/159/011 F lood G ates  on the B akerloo L ine 1939 

L T 000294/100 C ancellation and R e-ins tatement of 
S ervices  North of Q ueen’s  P ark 

1982-1986 
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