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Changes to the Congestion Charge scheme 

 

Consultation 

 

The Congestion Charging scheme was introduced in February 2003. The primary 

objective of the scheme is to manage traffic and congestion in central London. 

 

Transport for London (TfL) consulted on proposed changes to the Congestion 

Charge, between 27 May and 11 August 2025. 

 

The consultation contained three proposals: 

 

Proposal A: Sought views to the increase of the Congestion Charge from £15 to £18 

Proposal B: Sought views on the creation of a new Cleaner Vehicle Discount 

Proposal C: Sought views on changes to the Residents' Discount for new applicants 

 

Consultation outcome 

The outcome of the consultation has been published here. 

 

Outcome of Proposal A: From 2 January 2026, the daily Congestion Charge 

increased to £18 if paid on the day of travel or in advance, or £21 if paid within 3 

days after travel. 

 

Outcome of Proposal B: To continue supporting the important transition to electric 

vehicles and ensure that the Congestion Charge remains effective, the current 

Cleaner Vehicle Discount ended on 25 December 2025.  

 

https://tfl.gov.uk/modes/driving/congestion-charge
https://haveyoursay.tfl.gov.uk/congestion-charge-proposals?intcmp=55393
https://haveyoursay.tfl.gov.uk/41153/widgets/122413/documents/95324
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Since the closure of the Cleaner Vehicle Discount, a daily charge is payable for 

electric vehicles (including private hire vehicles) driving within the central London 

Congestion Charging zone. 

 

From 2 January 2026 there is a new tiered Cleaner Vehicle Discount with a 25% 

discount for electric cars registered on Auto Pay. 

 

This means the daily charge is now £13.50 for electric cars (including private hire 

vehicles) – instead of £18 – if they are registered on Auto Pay. If the vehicle isn't on 

Auto Pay, the discount will not apply. 

 

What this means for Private Hire Vehicles (PHVs) 

 

PHVs are not exempt from paying the Congestion Charge.   

 

When driving in central London during charging hours – 07:00 to 18:00, every day,

except Christmas Day – a daily charge of £18, or £13.50 for electric cars re-
gistered on Auto Pay applies.

 

Please see our Congestion Charge page for more information about the charge and 

how to pay. 

 

Private hire vehicles that are designated as wheelchair-accessible vehicles 

(WAVs) will retain an exemption, but only when carrying out a private hire booking for 

a TfL-licensed private hire operator. PHVs are designated as WAVs at the point of 

the vehicle licensing inspection, and this is noted on the vehicle licence. 

 

Auto Pay 

 

If your PHV is already registered with Auto Pay: 

 

• You don't need to do anything – if the electric vehicle you are currently 

using within the central London Congestion Charging zone is on your Auto 

Pay account 

https://tfl.gov.uk/modes/driving/congestion-charge
https://tfl.gov.uk/info-for/taxis-and-private-hire/passengers-and-accessibility
https://tfl.gov.uk/info-for/taxis-and-private-hire/passengers-and-accessibility
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• You will receive the New Cleaner Vehicle Discount automatically and any daily 

charges will be automatically debited from your registered bank account or 

credit or debit card 

• You can add or remove vehicles through 'Manage Auto Pay' when logged in to 

your London Road User Charging account 

 

If your PHV is not registered with Auto Pay: 

 

• To receive the discount, make sure your electric vehicle is registered on 

Auto Pay 

• Registering for Auto Pay is free and the easiest way to pay the daily charge – 

whether your vehicle is electric or not 

• We’ll automatically bill you for any chargeable journeys you make, so you 

won’t run the risk of forgetting to pay either on the day or post travelling in the 

zone and you won’t run the risk of receiving a Penalty Charge Notice 

• To register and receive the discounts, sign in to your Road User Charging 

account and follow the instructions to set up Auto Pay: [Register for Auto Pay]  

 

Future changes to the daily charge  

 

There is now a new process for making routine changes to London’s Road User 

Charging schemes without public consultation, meaning the Congestion Charge 

could be increased each year in line with Tube fares, inflation plus 1 per cent or a 

lower amount.   

 

These increases would only apply to the Congestion Charge and not the ULEZ.  

 

Any future increase is still subject to a decision by TfL and the Mayor.  

 

From 4 March 2030, the current discounts will be reduced, as the eligible vehicle 

numbers are expected to grow over time:  

 

• 12.5% discount for electric cars registered on Auto Pay  

https://tfl.gov.uk/modes/driving/autopay-apply-before-you-begin
https://tfl.gov.uk/modes/driving/autopay-apply-before-you-begin
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• 25% discount for electric vans, HGVs and quadricycles registered on Auto 

Pay 

 

Outcome of Proposal C: For new applicants, the 90% Residents’ Discount will only 

apply to electric vehicles 

 

Residents who are already registered will retain the existing 90% discount, including 

for any new or replacement vehicles, if they continue to meet the discount’s other 

eligibility criteria and renew their registration each year. 

 

Where can I get more information? 

 

Find out more information on the changes to the central London Congestion charge.  

 

We have also updated the terms and conditions to show changes to the Congestion 

Charge, Cleaner Vehicle Discount, Auto Pay and other services, which will be 

effective from 2 January 2026.  

 

For information on Auto Pay, including how to set up, visit: 

https://tfl.gov.uk/modes/driving/auto-pay  

 

To ask a question or to speak to an adviser, visit: 

https://tfl.gov.uk/modes/driving/congestion-charge/contact-congestion-charge  

 

Taxis 

 

Taxis (black cabs) are exempt from paying the Congestion Charge when actively 

licensed by Transport for London.  

 

A vehicle will be removed from the register of exempt vehicles on the surrender, 

expiry or revocation of the licence. 

 
 
Chris Plummer 
 

http://www.tfl.gov.uk/cc-changes
http://www.tfl.gov.uk/pay-to-drive-terms
https://tfl.gov.uk/modes/driving/auto-pay
https://tfl.gov.uk/modes/driving/congestion-charge/contact-congestion-charge
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General Manager  

Regulation and Policy 

Transport for London  

 
9 January 2026 

 

For previous Notices and licensing information, please visit tfl.gov.uk/tph 
 

http://www.tfl.gov.uk/tph

