02 Making a move
Lesson plan

How do we plan a journey?

Learning context

Pupils will plan a route to secondary school, considering mode of transport,
journey details and practicalities as part of their preparations for transition to
secondary school. Pupils should have an idea of where they may be heading
to secondary school.

Lesson objectives

Establish the best way to plan a journey to secondary school and how
technology can help with planning journeys
To discuss routes, methods of transport and viable alternatives for travel to
secondary schools
To plan a route and describe this route
To demonstrate skills in internet use: selecting and using sites, safe use of
internet, awareness of the importance of search terms

Curriculum links

English/literacy: speaking and listening, reading and writing
Numeracy: use of number (distances, timetable use, costs)
Geography : spatial awareness, map reading, terminology related to maps
ICT: internet use

Skills

Individual and collaborative working
Problem solving
Creativity

Resources

‘My route to school’ image, access to ICT and internet connection via a safe
connection (for example, with an appropriate filter in place)
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Starter activity

Ask the group to close their eyes. Do you know the journey route from home to
what will be your new secondary school in September? If so, imagine stepping
outside of your front door and following the journey to school. If not, imagine
the route you take to primary school now.
Allow a couple of minutes of silent thought and then ask them to open
their eyes.
Ask: was it a hard task?
Did everyone manage it?
Why do we often shut our eyes to visualise something?
Do we think that we would all be able to describe our route totally reliably
to school?

Main activity

Part 1: Using maps
Provide the group with local maps or use online maps.
Display ‘My route to school’ resource to demonstrate task.
Pupils use the maps to make a set of clear directions to school from home. If
they do not know their secondary school, they can work in a pair or think of one
from a selection of local secondary schools. Pairs could work on one of their
routes together. They should write down a clear set of instructions for their
route, following the example displayed (‘My route to school’).
After this task is completed, test the routes as whole class with one or two
pupils reading directions at the front. The class can try to follow route on map.
Do they end up at the right school
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Main Activity

Part 2: ICT activity - using Transport for London ‘Journey Planner’
(journeyplanner.tfl.gov.uk)
Introduce the class to the Journey Planner website and explain how it will
be used.
Teacher to demonstrate how to use the website for the journey to
secondary school.
Display key investigation questions for pupils to consider:
Does it come up with different routes?
How can you ask the site to search for just walking or cycling routes?
Are they quicker/safer/cheaper?
Can you find out about the cost of travelling?
Differentiation: make groupings so that the more capable with ICT can support
the less confident and develop their skills. Also, Journey Planner is available in a
range of languages.
Monitor the work and then debrief the group. Pupils can print their route and
keep a record of it.

Plenary

Facilitate discussion using the following questions:
What are their concerns about travelling?
Can they arrange to travel their route with an older family member a few times
over the summer, or to travel to school with friends?
What skills have we used and how can we use them for other journeys?
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