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ÅSummary of this slide deck 

ÅCycling potential and future growth 

ÅWhy segregated cycle infrastructure? 

ÅActive travel and health 

ÅCurrent cycling flows 

ÅSuperhighway journey times for general traffic 

ÅRoad space efficiency 

ÅBusiness support for Superhighways 

ÅPublic support for investment in cycling 
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This deck presents background information on the cycling infrastructure programme in London, its impacts and potential 

benefits. 

ü By 2041, we need an average of 3 million fewer car journeys in London each day to achieve the MTS target for 80% of 

trips to be made by public transport, walking and cycling  (compared to 64% now) 

ü 8.17 million daily trips made by motorised modes could be cycled (car, motorcycle, taxi or public transport)  but we must 

invest in improving road conditions for cycling in order to encourage mode shift and raise safety 

ü Cycling is already a major mode of transport, with 730,000 cycle journeys per day in 2016 - equivalent to 10% of all bus 

journeys, or one fifth of all tube journeys  

ü Cycling has grown 7.2% in central London since 2014, with massive growth in cycling on the East-West and North-South 

Superhighways and Quietway 1 

ü Journey times for general traffic increased during Superhighway construction periods, before returning back to similar to 

pre-construction levels which are in line with modelled journey times 

ü Traffic must be considered in the context of all people using the road, not just motorised vehicles -  sustainable modes 

make much more efficient use of our limited road space 

ü This has been demonstrated by the E-W and N-S Superhighways, with the cycle tracks shown to move 5 times as many 

people as a main carriageway lane and the corridors moving 5% more people per hour than before the cycle lanes 

ü Delivery of these segregated cycle lanes is strongly supported by many large businesses, who feel that they are good for 

employees, businesses, and London 
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TfL ôAnalysis of Cycling Potentialõ (2016) 

ÅStudy of comprehensive travel data, based on the London 

Travel Demand Survey (LTDS) from 2012 to 2015 

ÅFound that Londoners make 8.17 million daily trips by 

motorised modes (car, motorcycle, taxi or public transport) that 

could be cycled 

ÅAlmost 60% are made by car, with the rest largely by bus 

ÅOf the 8.17 million trips, 6.47 million would take less than 20 

minutes for most people to cycle  

Future Growth 

ÅThe Mayorõs Transport Strategy sets out a target for 80% of 

trips to be made by public transport, walking and cycling by 

2041, compared to 64% now 

ÅThis will mean an average of 3 million fewer car journeys in 

London each day and significantly more cycling trips 

ÅThe Mayorõs Transport Strategy also sets out a target for all 

Londoners to do at least the 20 minutes of active travel they 

need to stay healthy each day.  



Why do we need segregated infrastructure to unlock Londonõs cycling potential? 

 

Å Safety and the perception of safety, is the main reason given by Londoners for why they do 

not cycle, or do not cycle more  

 

Å These barriers relate to the perception of road conditions being unsafe for cycling and that 

there is a lack of specific infrastructure to protect cyclists 

 

Å Segregated cycle infrastructure breaks down these barriers ð providing separation from 

other road users in time and space on both links and at junctions 

 

There is a clear transport planning rationale underpinning this approach:  

ÅEvidence from leading cycling cities supports segregation to address cyclist safety e.g. 

Copenhagen has introduced mostly segregated cycle tracks over the last 25 years and over 

the same period the risk of serious collision has reduced by 72% per cycled kilometre 

 

ÅSegregation is being introduced on Superhighway routes that have undergone extensive 

consultation with the public and key stakeholders, and where the nature of the road and 

volume of traffic have highlighted segregation to be necessary 

 

ÅSegregated facilities have been designed in accordance with the high quality standards set 

out in ôLondon Cycle Design Standardsõ (which itself is based on international best practice) 
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ÅSuperhighways are vital to increasing the level of active travel in London 

ÅThe Mayorõs Transport Strategy has a target for all Londoners do at least the 20 minutes 

of active travel they need to stay healthy each day by 2041 

Å74% of men and 64% of women in the UK will be overweight or obese by 2030 (WHO) 

ÅThe NHS is estimated to spend about £6 billion a year on the medical costs of 

conditions related to being overweight or obese and a further £10 billion on diabetes 

ÅThe overall cost to the UK economy has been estimated at £47 billion, or 3% of GDP, 

making it the second largest health liability of the UK economy after smoking  

 

 

A person who is active every day reduces their risk of: 



Cycling in London is growing 

ð 730,000 cycle journeys per day in 2016 

ð Equivalent to 10% of all bus journeys, or one fifth of all 

tube journeys  

ð 8.8% increase since 2015 

ð 131% increase since 2000 

ð Target for 1.5m cycle trips per day by 2026 

 

Cycling growth is even higher in central London 

ð There has been a 223% increase in cyclists entering central 

London during the weekday morning peak since 2000 

ð This has been accompanied by a 57% reduction in the 

number of people using the car 
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ÅThe central London cycling metric is a quarterly count of cyclists at 200 sites in central London 

ÅA daily average of over 500,000kms  were cycled in the congestion charging zone in 2016 

ÅThis is up 7.2% since 2014, when 467,000kms were cycled on average 

ÅTfLõs Superhighway and Quietway routes have helped to fuel this growth 

EW, NS & Q1 

launched 

N.b. this chart demonstrates 

seasonal variation where 

cycling levels fall in winter due 

to colder weather conditions 
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ÅWe have seen significant growth in cycling on the Superhighways 

ÅLatest count data from Autumn 2016 shows daily flows of: 

ð 35,000kms on the East-West route from Parliament Square 

to Tower Hill 

ð 17,000kms on North-South route from Elephant & Castle to 

Stonecutter St 

ð This represents a 54% increase in cycle flows since 2014 on 

this section of E-W and 32% on this section of N-S 

 

ÅOver 10,000 bikes per day (6am ð 10pm) were recorded at 3 separate 

Superhighway sites (Temple, Kennington Park and Blackfriars Bridge) 

  

ÅOver 5,000 cycles per day were counted at a further 16 

Superhighway locations 

 

 



EW & NS 

launched 

EW & NS start 

construction 

On E-W & N-S Superhighways 

N.b. this chart demonstrates 

seasonal variation where 

cycling levels fall in winter due 

to colder weather conditions 



On E-W & N-S Superhighways 


