Achieving Vision Zero

Case study: Road safety in Oslo

‘To achieve Vision Zero, we
continually work to improve
road safety. The city has
implemented 100 measures
annually, and we are happy

to report that our efforts are
delivering rewards. Between
2018 and 2020 Oslo was listed
as the city with least traffic

deaths per 100,000 inhabitants.

Vision Zero in Oslo: casualty data
In 2023, no one was killed while walking or
cycling in a city of 700,000 people.

Thirty people were seriously injured in Oslo,
which is the equivalent of 3.56 people killed
or seriously injured per 100,000 daytime
population.* In the same year, 95 people
were killed and 3,615 seriously injured in
London, the equivalent of 4.| people killed
or seriously injured per 100,000.

‘Oslo achieved zero pedestrian
and cyclist fatalities in both
2019 and 2023. Our progressive
ambitions, combined with a
systematic roll-out of road
safety measures and green
mobility solutions have
delivered encouraging results
which inspire our continued
efforts towards the target:
Vision Zero.
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Vision Zero approach in Oslo: Number of people killed or seriously injured in Oslo* Travel mode split in Oslo in 2023**
Zero traffic growth target 40 . .
The national government has set a 7% 2%

zero-growth target for the use of N\
private cars for the biggest cities 121
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City of Oslo

10,130 journeys

in Norway. The City of Oslo has a 120
more ambitious target of reducing
traffic by 30 per cent compared to
2015 by 2030. 100

A key part of reaching Vision
Zero in Oslo is reducing traffic. 80
Oslo hopes to reduce traffic by

reducing the use of private cars. 38%

Oslo focuses mainly on making it 60
more attractive to walk, cycle and
use public transport. This includes
reallocation of space away

from cars in favour of greener
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forms of transport, for example,
redistributing car lanes to public
transport lanes, building bicycle
lanes, including using space from
street parking, and allocating more
space for pedestrians. 0
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* Norwegian Public Roads Administration

** National travel habits survey 2023



Other road safety measures
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New and upgraded cycling infrastructure
Between 2015 and 2023, Oslo has built I55km
new and upgraded cycle infrastructure.
Since 2013-14 to 2022-23, Oslo’s efforts to
enhance cycling infrastructure and improve
traffic safety have resulted in a 47 per cent
reduction in the risk of fatal or serious
cycling collisions.

However, they have faced challenges with
local opposition, especially in projects that
involve removing parking spaces or making
significant changes to traffic patterns.

This resistance has often required more
extensive public engagement processes in
some neighbourhoods.
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Changing road space allocation
In all streets with four lanes, two have been
converted into bus or tram lanes. Similarly,

on three-lane roads, one lane has been
converted to a public transport lane.

1==r

Red bike lanes and curb-separated

cycle lanes

Introduced in areas with low traffic, red
bike lanes support cycling by implementing
measures such as:

+ removing on-street parking
+ narrowing intersections
+ improving wayfinding

In some streets with higher traffic volumes,
it has also been necessary to reduce traffic

by closing roads, altering traffic patterns, or
physically separating cycle infrastructure.

In areas with sufficiently low traffic
volumes, cycling in mixed traffic is
adequate when supported by appropriate
traffic safety measures.
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Lowering speeds

Nearly 70 per cent of Oslo streets already
have a speed limit of 30km/h (I9mph). An
ongoing project to further reduce speed
limits where it is advisable and with
complementing physical measures will
contribute to lower speeds on an additional
00 roads around the city in 2025.
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Heart Zones around schools

So far more than 50 elementary schools
are enrolled in the Heart Zone programme.
A Heart Zone is a geographically defined
area around the school where there is a
focus on traffic safety and where parents

are encouraged to let their children walk or
bike to school instead of driving them.

The schools are asked to help raise
awareness about the benefits of walking
and cycling to school while the transport
authority supports infrastructure measures
to enable this smooth transition.

Conclusion

Overall, advancing towards
Vision Zero in Oslo required a
complex approach that included
a range of initiatives like lowering
speed limits to 20mph where

it is advisable, introducing

traffic calming measures such

as speed humps, redesigning
intersections to make them safer,
and implementing ‘Heart Zones’
around schools to encourage more
children and parents to cycle or
walk to school.

All content for this case study was provided
by the Transport Authority of Oslo
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